Mighty Warriors
1 Samuel 17:1–58
3
And the Philistines stood on a mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on a mountain
on the other side: and there was a valley between them. 4 And there went out a champion
out of the camp of the Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits
and a span.
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And he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel, and said unto them, Why are ye come
out to set your battle in array? am not I a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul? choose you a
man for you, and let him come down to me. 9 If he be able to fight with me, and to kill
me, then will we be your servants: but if I prevail against him, and kill him, then shall ye
be our servants, and serve us. 10 And the Philistine said, I defy the armies of Israel this
day; give me a man, that we may fight together. 11 When Saul and all Israel heard those
words of the Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid.
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And David left his carriage in the hand of the keeper of the carriage, and ran into the
army, and came and saluted his brethren. 23 And as he talked with them, behold, there
came up the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the armies of the
Philistines, and spake according to the same words: and David heard them. 24 And all the
men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him, and were sore afraid.
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And David spake to the men that stood by him, saying, What shall be done to the man
that killeth this Philistine, and taketh away the reproach from Israel? for who is this
uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?
32

And David said to Saul, Let no man's heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and
fight with this Philistine.
40

And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook,
and put them in a shepherd's bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his
hand: and he drew near to the Philistine.
42

And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he disdained him: for he was but
a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance. 43 And the Philistine said unto David, Am
I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves? And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.
44
And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls
of the air, and to the beasts of the field. 45 Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest
to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of
the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. 46 This day
will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from
thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of
the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God
in Israel.
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And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came, and drew nigh to meet David,
that David hastened, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 49 And David put his
hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his
forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth.
50
So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the
Philistine, and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of David. 51 Therefore
David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the
sheath thereof, and slew him, and cut off his head therewith. And when the Philistines
saw their champion was dead, they fled.
The List of David’s mighty warriors in 1 Chronicles 11:22 introduces us to Benaiah,
whose exploits included overcoming two of Moab’s best men. He also killed a lion in a
snowy, slippery pit. This seven-and-a-half-foot giant wielded a spear with a shaft as
sturdy as a lead pipe while Benaiah had only a wooden club.
Even so … Benaiah “snatched the spear from the Egyptian’s hand and killed him with his
own spear.
It was not a Ph.D. degree that brought honor to a person in those days. Honor did not
necessarily flow to the person with money or leverage or media access. Honor came as a
result of doing exploits for the king.
Who is doing exploits for God today? Where is the enemy being driven back? We see
signs of the enemy’s advancement everyday.
•
•

Multiple terrorist attacks in Spain and Finland just this week.
Violence and hatred on both sides in Charlottesville, VA Saturday a week ago.

People are not enchanted and moved to act because of polished sermons and slick
organizational technique. Where are the mighty men and women anointed by God to
truly make a difference?
The children of Israel stumbled upon the key to God’s grace and promptly forgot the key
time and again.
Judges 3:7–31
And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and forgat the LORD their
God, and served Baalim and the groves.
8
Therefore the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hand
of Chush-anrish-a-tha-im king of Mesopotamia: and the children of Israel served
Chushanrishathaim eight years.
9
And when the children of Israel cried unto the LORD, the LORD raised up a deliverer to
the children of Israel, who delivered them, even Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's
younger brother.
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And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he judged Israel, and went out to war:
and the LORD delivered Chushanrishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand; and his
hand prevailed against Chushanrishathaim.
11
And the land had rest forty years. And Othniel the son of Kenaz died.
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And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the LORD: and
the LORD strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel, because they had done evil
in the sight of the LORD.
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And he gathered unto him the children of Ammon and Amalek, and went and smote
Israel, and possessed the city of palm trees.
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So the children of Israel served Eglon the king of Moab eighteen years.
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But when the children of Israel cried unto the LORD, the LORD raised them up a
deliverer, Ehud the son of Gera, a Benjamite, a man lefthanded: and by him the children
of Israel sent a present unto Eglon the king of Moab.
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But Ehud made him a dagger which had two edges, of a cubit length; and he did gird it under his raiment
upon his right thigh.
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And he brought the present unto Eglon king of Moab: and Eglon was a very fat man.
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And when he had made an end to offer the present, he sent away the people that bare the present.
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But he himself turned again from the quarries that were by Gilgal, and said, I have a secret errand unto
thee, O king: who said, Keep silence. And all that stood by him went out from him.
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And Ehud came unto him; and he was sitting in a summer parlour, which he had for himself alone. And
Ehud said, I have a message from God unto thee. And he arose out of his seat.
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And Ehud put forth his left hand, and took the dagger from his right thigh, and thrust it into his belly:
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And the haft also went in after the blade; and the fat closed upon the blade, so that he
could not draw the dagger out of his belly; and the dirt came out.
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Then Ehud went forth through the porch, and shut the doors of the parlour upon him, and locked them.
When he was gone out, his servants came; and when they saw that, behold, the doors of the parlour were
locked, they said, Surely he covereth his feet in his summer chamber.
25
And they tarried till they were ashamed: and, behold, he opened not the doors of the parlour; therefore
they took a key, and opened them: and, behold, their lord was fallen down dead on the earth.
26
And Ehud escaped while they tarried, and passed beyond the quarries, and escaped unto Seirath.
27
And it came to pass, when he was come, that he blew a trumpet in the mountain of Ephraim, and the
children of Israel went down with him from the mount, and he before them.
28
And he said unto them, Follow after me: for the LORD hath delivered your enemies the
24

Moabites into your hand. And they went down after him, and took the fords of Jordan
toward Moab, and suffered not a man to pass over. 29 And they slew of Moab at that time
about ten thousand men, all lusty, and all men of valour; and there escaped not a man.
30
So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Israel. And the land had rest
fourscore years.
31
And after him was Shamgar the son of Anath, which slew of the Philistines six hundred
men with an ox goad: and he also delivered Israel.
What is it really that stops us from becoming mighty warriors in the Lord? God has not
changed. He is still superior to anything the enemy can throw against us.
No personal or church situation is too hopeless for the all-sufficient power of the Holy
Spirit. God will be no more eager to act tomorrow than he is right now. He is waiting for
us to take his promises seriously and go boldly to the throne of grace.
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Hebrews 4:16 16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

•
•
•

What keeps people from stepping out in faith for the Lord and the cause of
Christ?
Do you trust that God is superior to anything the enemy might bring against you?
How does this assurance manifest itself in your life?
What would it take for you to trust God’s promises more fully and thereby
become a “mighty warrior in the Lord”?

He wants us to meet the enemy at the very point of attack, standing against him in the
name of Christ. When we do so, God will back us up with all the resources of heaven.
Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.
Colossians 3:23-25 23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto
men; 24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye
serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he
hath done: and there is no respect of persons.

Separate
Separate yourselves from evil does and Christians who compromise the Word of God
Romans 16:17-18 17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 18 For they that
are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair
speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.
2 Corinthians 6:14-18 14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light
with darkness? 15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that
believeth with an infidel? 16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for
ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in
them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I
will receive you. 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters,
saith the Lord Almighty.
2 Thessalonians 3:6, 14 6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and
not after the tradition which he received of us.
14
And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company
with him, that he may be ashamed.

4

1 Timothy 5:22 Lay hands suddenly on no man [ordination], neither be partaker of other
men's sins: keep thyself pure.
2 Timothy 2:19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The
Lord knoweth them that are his. And, let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart
from iniquity.
2 John 9-11 9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not
God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 10 If
there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house,
neither bid him God speed: 11 For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil
deeds.

5

